THE   LORD
appeasable wrath is probably exacerbated by such importunity, ordering His agent, the Devil, to see if he can stoke up one or two degrees extra It is significant that in the hymn on Heaven and Hell, three verses are principally concerned with the latter, as compared to one with the former
<c Can such a wretch as I Escape this cursed end ^ "
a quotation to which the answer is obviously, as the Latin grammars say, expected in the negative It is no wonder that in the unpublished autobiography of a Victorian clergyman, I find it recorded that his first remembered experience was that of being whipped by his earthly father for burning Dr Watts's Hymns It is a comfort to think that some children, at least, may have had the spirit to show that vengeance by fire is a game that two can play
In the great Methodist revival, headed by the brothers Wesley, the worship of the Lord enters upon a new phase It takes on a feminine element that the old Puritans had lacked The believer no longer girds on his armour against spiritual and temporal wickedness in high places, he runs, like a frightened child, to hide himself in his mother's bosom Being a Protestant, he dares not do this openly, the divine mother must take the form of a Saviour, even if that Saviour's name has to be feminized into " Jesu ", and the grand old Hebrew battle-songs supplemented by a steadily increasing collection of hymns
In these the yearning to be mothered is a constantly recurring motive
<c Let me to Thy bosom fly ", " Let me hide myself in "Thee ", or as the Anglican Cowper (who elsewhere teim to <c Jesu ** as his husband) puts it
5 Can a woman's tender care
Cease towards the child she bare ? Yes* she may forgetful be, Yet will I ismembe*
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